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carried down so much of the spirit of the Foundress through each succeeding
generation.
Mother Margaret Bourgeoys went to her eternal reward on 12th January,
1700. Not till yth.December, 1878, was she declared Venerable (Leo XIII).
In 1910, Pius X issued a decree approving the heroicity of her Sanctity.
Her Beatification by the present Pope (Pius XII) on r2th, November, 1950,
was the last of the kind during the Holy Year. The Ceremony took place
at St Peter's in the presence of many French, American and Canadian
pilgrims, headed by Cardinal McGuigan, Archbishop of Toronto, and a
number of other Archbishops and Bishops.
In the two centuries and a half that have passed since the death of the
object of all this homage, the growth of what she inaugurated can only be
described as phenomenal. In 1700, the Congregation numbered about
fifty-four Sisters. At the beginning of the present century this by no means
large number had increased to 1479 professed Sisters, some 200 Novices,
36 Postulants, and 35,000 pupils! The handful of Convents in 1700 was
represented by 131 Religious Houses, spread over twenty-one dioceses.